Memory of faces: a slow wave ERP study of major depression.
This study examined slow wave (SW) event-related brain potential (ERP) amplitudes in response to happy, neutral, and sad faces during a working memory task to further identify the associated component processes and physiological changes of mood-congruent memory biases in individuals with and without major depression. The results suggest that individuals with and without a diagnosis of major depressive disorder (MDD) differentially maintain valenced facial information in their working memory. Specifically, the nondepressed individuals displayed a marked reduction in SW amplitude to the negative faces. Individuals with MDD exhibited equivalent SW amplitudes for positive and negative facial stimuli. Results are discussed in terms of avoidance coping, previous ERP studies of working memory, and facial recognition deficits in individuals with MDD.